
EPIC DISCOVERY- A 
First of Its Kind 
Summer Adventure 
Experience 



BACKGROUND

Problem Statement:  

How can ski areas operating on federal lands 
under Forest Service Special Use Permits 
propose additional year-round recreation 
activities other than skiing or snowboarding?



WHY IS THIS A PROBLEM?
Economic - Work Force - Access to Public 
Recreation Opportunities

Ski areas are areas previously designated for 
developed recreation.
Ski areas typically do not earn money for 
nearly half of the year.
Ski areas lay off most of the seasonal winter 
work force.
Ski areas have extensive infrastructure that 
sits idle for several months each year.
Not a predictable outcome among Forests.



So What Diid it Take?
SO WHAT DID IT 

TAKE ΧΦ







125 STAT. 538 PUBLIC LAW 112ς46τNOV. 7, 2011

Public Law 112ς46

112th Congress

An Act

To amend the National Forest Ski Area Permit Act of 1986 to clarify the authority

of the Secretary of Agriculture regarding additional recreational uses of National

Forest System land that is subject to ski area permits, and for other purposes.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of

the United States of America in Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.
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SEC. 2. PURPOSE.

The purpose of this Act is to amend the National Forest Ski

Area Permit Act of 1986 (16 U.S.C. 497b)τ

(1) to enable snow-sports (other than nordicand alpine

skiing) to be permitted on National Forest System land subject

to ski area permits issued by the Secretary of Agriculture

under section 3 of the National Forest Ski Area Permit Act

of 1986 (16 U.S.C. 497b); and

(2) to clarify the authority of the Secretary of Agriculture

to permit appropriate additional seasonal or year-round recreational

activities and facilities on National Forest System

land subject to ski area permits issued by the Secretary of

Agriculture under section 3 of the National Forest Ski Area

Permit Act of 1986 (16 U.S.C. 497b).





THEN WHAT HAPPENED?

The initial list of appropriate activities was 
floored into the Bill.
The overall concept of fit within the Forest & 
within the ski area (i.e., it is still a winter sports 
area).
Developing  the FSM Guidelines.
Heavenly was one of  the first ones to 
implement new summer activities along with 
Vail.
Setting a high bar for others to follow.




