
Norval Olson – Colorado

(retired- Colorado Parks and Wildlife)



Saws and whaaaaa? 
“We are a group of mountain folk who 

celebrate living in the Rockies by 
purposefully working to fire mitigate 
around our homes (with chainsaws) 
then feasting together as neighbors 
(with coleslaws and other pot-luck 
fare).”







Young and old(er), seasoned 
and green…



in the beginning…



WUI and the need for mitigation













Unit Started Acres Cause Structure loss

Black Tiger Roosevelt NF 7/9/89 2,100 accidental 44 SFR

Hayman Pike NF 6/8/02 138,144 arson 133 SFR,466 
OB

Fourmile 
Canyon

Roosevelt NF 9/6/10 6,181 human 168 SFR

Black Forest private 6/11/13 14,280 Under invest. 509 SFR

Waldo 
Canyon

Pike NF 6/23/12 18,247 unknown 346 SFR

Cold Springs   Roosevelt NF 7/9/16 528 human 8 SFR

Hayden Pass San Isabel NF 7/8/16 16,754  (8/4/16) lightning

Beaver Creek Routt NF 6/19/16 37,627  (9/4/16) Under invest.

Data for Select Colorado Fires



Data for Select California Fires
Unit Started Acres Cause Structure 

loss
Soberanes Los Padres NF 7/22/16 123,241 

(9/21/16)
Illegal 
campfire

Sand Angeles NF 7/22/16 41,432 
(8/6/16)

Under invest.

Cedar Sequoia NF 8/16/16 29,322 
(9/5/16)

Under invest.

Blue Cut San 
Bernardino 
NF

8/16/16 37,020 
(8/22/16)

unknown 105 SFR, 216 
OB

Rey Los Padres NF 8/18/16 33,606 
(9/18/16)

Under invest.

Gap Klamath NF 8/27/16 33,867  
(9/16/16)

unknown

Ken San 
Bernardino 
NF

9/3/16 20 (9/4/16) Under invest.



S&S training and volunteers











S&S block event







Slash and 
chipping















S&S grant work, firewood, 
appreciation, awareness events







S&S awards






